Although it has been my privilege and honor to serve as Technical Editor (TE) of the ASME Journal of Mechanical Design (JMD) for the last five years, at the end of December 2017 when my term ends, I will hand over the journal to the excellent leadership of the next TE. As this is my last Editorial, it is an ideal opportunity to give a report on the state of the journal and express my gratitude to those who have contributed their hard work and expertise to JMD throughout my term (2013)(2014)(2015)(2016)(2017).
Selected key statistics drawn from Journal Tool for the years 2013-2017 reveal a steady increase in the number of submissions, an increase in selectivity, and significant reduction in review times. For example:
In 2013, JMD had 567 submissions, with an acceptance rate (number of accepted papers divided by the number of (submitted À withdrawn 1 À removed 2 papers)) of about 32%. In 2016, the number of submissions was 869, with an acceptance rate of about 25%. The average time from submission to publication of an article was about 10.59 months in 2013, while in 2016 was reduced to 7.63 months. In 2013, the average review time, including two or more rounds of review, was 144 days. By 2016, the average review time had been reduced to 105 days. In addition to steadily improving its statistics, JMD has endeavored to solicit the best quality papers and promote the visibility of the journal. Since 2013, JMD has had a number of successful special issues on a variety of emerging topics, as listed below:
In an effort to promote the visibility of the journal, through the work of Associate Editor Harrison Kim and Editorial Assistant Amy Suski, JMD launched a new version of the companion website, 5 including a "Featured Articles" section that highlights the research contributions of work published by the journal in an abridged format that can be widely shared in industry, academia, and social media outlets.
The continued success of JMD has been due to the extraordinary hard work and dedication of numerous individuals, including technical editors (and their editorial board) who served the journal before me, associate editors, guest editors, my Editorial Assistant (Amy Suski) whom I cannot thank enough for doing her job with utmost professionalism and precision, and the ASME publication staff (Colin McAteer, Journals Manager; Jennifer Smith, Production Coordinator; and ASME staff Beth Darchi and Tamiko Fung) who patiently resolved numerous publication related issues. I am also indebted to our reviewers whose insightful reviews clearly show that they do care deeply about the quality of papers published in the journal.
Finally, I wish all the best for the next TE of JMD! science, design automation, design management/methodologies/ new product development, artificial intelligence in design, innovation engineering, and sustainable design.
